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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to 8 August 2008 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 21 and 22 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) Dan b)nSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. O Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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Paper No./Mail Date 9/8/03, 9/23/04, and 1/26/07 
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of Biological Material 
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6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 
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8. ^ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 
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Prosecution History 

The examiner notes tlie response on 8/8/2008 lias been entered. Tlie examiner notes 
tliat claims 21 and 22 remain pending for examination and tliat claims 1-20 and 23-24 
have been canceled. 

The examiner notes therefore claims 21 and 22 are in condition for allowance for at 
least the reasons set forth below: 

Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The present invention is directed to a system for facilitating commerce at an 
internet-based auction. The system includes authorizing a first participant to post an 
item for auction at an internet auction site. The received information includes a 
designation of a category selected from a list of categories, under which the item is to 
be auctioned. The received information is processed into a presentation format with a 
database-to-presentation format formatting program. The presentation format includes 
an indication of the category of the item to be auctioned. The presentation formatted 
information is presented to a plurality of internet participants. The host computer then 
receives at least one bid for the auctioned item from at least one of the internet 
participants. 
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The following reference has been identified as the most relevant prior art to the claimed 
invention. The prior art mostly relates to a computer system for facilitating an electronic 
auction. 

Lindsey et al. (US 5,285,383) discloses a computer system executing a computer 
application program operative to authorizing a plurality of remote seller participants (gin 
seller) to post, using a computer application program executing on a computer system 
associated with the plurality of remote seller participants, a plurality of items (cotton 
bales) for auction at a remote auction system. Lindsey et al. further disclose the 
computer application program retrieving information about a structure of the remote 
auction system from a data repository while the computer application program is 
isolated from communication with the remote topical arranged internet based auction 
system (cotton gin application program allows for data as set forth gin name, address 
code see col. 5 lines 55-60); a database stored in the computer system having a 
structure corresponding to the structure of the remote auction system including a 
selection of categories and sub-categories for the arrangement of multiple auction 
instances by the plurality of seller participants (data base 25); the user interface 
program operative to provide one or more data input fields to receive from the plurality 
of remote participant sellers a title and a subjective textual description for the plurality of 
items (cotton gin application program allows for data as set forth gin name, address 
code see col. 5 lines 55-60); the computer system generating a data header that 
contains a user identification code corresponding to the plurality of remote participant 
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sellers for the data record created for the plurality of items (see table col. 7,8 of Lindsey 
et al.). Lindsey et al. further disclose a table (see cols. 7 et seq.) which the host 
computer system presents as formatted information to a plurality of bidding internet 
participants (commodity buyer terminals 1 8), and receiving at least one bid for the 
plurality of items from at least one of the plurality of bidding internet participants (see 
col. 28 lines 48-52). 

However, Lindsey et al. fails to disclose the computer application program further 
including a user interface program operative to provide to the plurality of seller 
participants the selection of categories and sub-categories for inputting data to build a 
data record of the plurality of items that will be subsequently posted into the remote 
topical arranged internet- based auction system, the selection of the categories and 
sub-categories based at least in part from the information about the structure of the 
remote topical arranged auction system retrieved from the data repository to assure 
proper linkage into the structure maintained by the remote topical arranged internet- 
based auction system when the computer application program subsequently 
communicates the data record of the items to create the automated ascending bid 
auction instances for the plurality of items at the remote topical arranged internet-based 
auction system; and a communication handler program executing on a host computer 
system housing the remote topical arranged internet-based auction system receiving 
information from the computer application program executing on the computer system 
about the plurality of items to be auctioned, the received information comprising the 
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selection of categories and sub- categories, tlie title and the subjective textual 
description of the plurality of items, and the data header and the use of authentication 
information to logon to an open network on order conduct transactions and the 
asynchronous generation and scheduling of automated ascending bid auction instances 
whereby remote seller participants are authorized to operate a computer application 
program to coordinate asynchronous generation and scheduling of automated 
ascending bid auction instances in the remote arranged internet-based auction system 
while the computer application program is isolated from communication with the remote 
topical arranged internet- based auction system does he disclose the handler program 
further processing the received information at the host computer system housing the 
remote internet based- auction system into a presentation format comprising scheduling 
information received from the seller participant operating the computer application 
program to (a) post the data record in the remote topical arranged internet- based 
auction system to initiate the automated ascending bid auction instances at the remote 
arranged internet- based computer system, (b) designate a time at which the computer 
application program will contact the remote topical arranged internet-based auction 
system to post at least one data record to initiate the automated ascending bid auction 
instance for the at least one data record at the remote topical arranged internet-based 
auction system, or (c) post the data record in the remote topical arranged internet-based 
auction system designating the plurality of items as on-hold awaiting the automate 
descending bid auction instance start date at the remote topical arranged internet-based 
auction system. 
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A person having ordinary sl<ill in tlie art at tlie time tlie invention was made would 
liave not been motivated to combine tlie limitations/missing features witli Lindsey et al.. 
Tlie examiner notes tlie combination of missing features and tlie otiier limitation(s) 
found in tlie independent claim make the invention novel and unobvious over the cited 
prior art. 

The following non patent literature has been identified as the most relevant prior art to 
the claimed invention. The prior art mostly relates to the building of a disturbed 
electronic marketing system 

"The Design and Building of ENCHERE, A Distributed Electronic Marketing System," by 
Banatre et al., discloses a topically arranged system in which a plurality of sellers may 
post items for sale (see at last, page 7). Banatre further discloses the use of time 
stamps to inform the buyers system of the sellers that posted their items first thereby 
creating fairness between the plurality of sellers (see at least, page 7). 

However, Banatre et al. fails to disclose the computer application program further 
including a user interface program operative to provide to the plurality of seller 
participants the selection of categories and sub-categories for inputting data to build a 
data record of the plurality of items that will be subsequently posted into the remote 
topical arranged internet- based auction system, the selection of the categories and 
sub-categories based at least in part from the information about the structure of the 
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remote topical arranged auction system retrieved from tlie data repository to assure 
proper linl<age into tlie structure maintained by tlie remote topical arranged internet- 
based auction system when the computer application program subsequently 
communicates the data record of the items to create the automated ascending bid 
auction instances for the plurality of items at the remote topical arranged internet-based 
auction system; and a communication handler program executing on a host computer 
system housing the remote topical arranged internet-based auction system receiving 
information from the computer application program executing on the computer system 
about the plurality of items to be auctioned, the received information comprising the 
selection of categories and sub- categories, the title and the subjective textual 
description of the plurality of items, and the data header and the use of authentication 
information to logon to an open network on order conduct transactions and the 
asynchronous generation and scheduling of automated ascending bid auction instances 
whereby remote seller participants are authorized to operate a computer application 
program to coordinate asynchronous generation and scheduling of automated 
ascending bid auction instances in the remote arranged internet-based auction system 
while the computer application program is isolated from communication with the remote 
topical arranged internet- based auction system does he disclose the handler program 
further processing the received information at the host computer system housing the 
remote internet based- auction system into a presentation format comprising scheduling 
information received from the seller participant operating the computer application 
program to (a) post the data record in the remote topical arranged internet- based 
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auction system to initiate tlie automated ascending bid auction instances at tlie remote 
arranged internet- based computer system, (b) designate a time at wliicli tlie computer 
application program will contact the remote topical arranged internet-based auction 
system to post at least one data record to initiate the automated ascending bid auction 
instance for the at least one data record at the remote topical arranged internet-based 
auction system, or (c) post the data record in the remote topical arranged internet-based 
auction system designating the plurality of items as on-hold awaiting the automate 
descending bid auction instance start date at the remote topical arranged internet-based 
auction system. 

A person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would 
have not been motivated to combine the limitations/missing features with Banatre et al. 
The examiner notes the combination of missing features and the other limitation(s) 
found in the independent claim make the invention novel and unobvious over the cited 
prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by the application must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, show preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submission should be clearly labeled "Comments On 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning tliis comnnunication or earlier comnnunications from tlie 
examiner sliould be directed to Asfand M. Slieil<li wliose teleplione number is (571)272- 
1466. Tlie examiner can normally be reached on 9a-5p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ryan M. Zeender can be reached on (571)272-6790. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Asfand M. Sheikh/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3627 
11/24/2008 

If. Ryan Zeender/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



